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report 

VISITATION 

HELD AT 

THE COLLEGE OF MAYNOOTH 

ON THE 20th DAY OF APRIL, 1846. 




Laid he fore Her Majesty, pursuant to the 19 th sec. of the Acts £ 9 Viet. c. 25 , and 
Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Her Majesty's Command. 



TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

May it please your Majesty, 

We, the undersigned Visitors of the College of Maynooth, in pursuance Report of a visita- 
of the provisions of the Act passed in the session held in the eighth and ninth tion held at the 
years of Your Majesty’s reign, entitled “An Act to amend two Acts passed 
in Ireland, for the better Education of Persons professing the Roman Catholic day of April, 1846. 
Religion, &c.,” and also an Act passed in the Parliament of the United King- — 
dom, for amending the said two Acts, held on Monday, the 20th of April, 

1846, a visitation of the said College. 

' We repaired to the College at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and soon after 
commenced the proceedings of the visitation in the great hall of the College, 
where the superiors, professors, and students were assembled. The names 
being called over, 19 superiors and professors, and 522 students were in attend- 
ance. One professor was absent on leave ; 10 students were absent on account 
of sickness; of the students 19 were Dunboyne students; 24 were of the first 
division of the first senior class ; 68 of the second division of said class; 65 of 
the second senior class; 97 of the third senior class; 71 of the class of Natural 
Philosophy ; 80 of the Logic Class ; 52 of the class of Rhetoric ; and 46 of the 
class of Humanity. 

We then interrogated the President, whether he had any complaints to 
make against the superiors, professors, or students of the College ; to which he 
replied in the negative, declaring that he had the greatest reason to be satisfied 
with the conduct of all. 

We made a similar inquiry of the other superiors, and of the professors, and 
finally of the students ; no complaint was made. 

We then inquired respecting the number and names of the superiors and 
professors of the College, and their respective duties and salaries ; and at our 
request the senior Dean furnished us with the following order : — 

The Very Rev. L. F. Renehan, D.D., President, charged with the general 
superintendence of the College in all its departments, the enforcement of the 
statutes and by-laws, the correspondence relating to the College and its students. 

His salary, exclusive of 90/. allowed to meet certain contingent public expenses 
of the College, 500/. 

The Rev. Robert Whitehead, Vice-President, whose duty is to assist the 
President in the execution of the duties of his charge, and to perform these 
duties himself when the President is sick or absent from the College. Salary 
per annum, 322/. 

The Rev. M. Gaffney, D.D., senior Dean ; salary 260/. 

Rev. W. Lee, D.D., junior Dean ; salary 237/. 

Rev. John Gunn, second junior Dean ; salary 237/. 
t B 
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Report of a Visita- 
tion held at the 
College of May- 
nooth on the 20 th 
day of April, 1840. 



The common duty of the three deans is to train up the students to virtue 
and piety, to visit their rooms and study-halls, and to assist at their several 
exercises of religion. 

Rev. J. O’Hanlon, D.D., Librarian, and Prefect of the Dunboyne students ; 
having with two assistants the charge of the library, and, as Prefect, of attend- 
ing to the conduct and presiding at the conference of the 20 Dunboyne stu- 
dents. His salary is 304/. 

Rev. Thomas Farelly, Bursar, attends to the accounts, superintends the ser- 
vants, and manages the expenditure, and in general the temporalities of the 
College. His salary is 260/. 

Rev. Edward O’Reilly, D.D., Professor of the first division of the first senior 
class; Rev. P. A. Murray, D.D., Professor of the second division of the first 
senior class ; Rev. George Crolly, Professor of second senior class : the above- 
named three professors give eight lectures per week in theology, each lecture 
for an hour’s continuance, to one of the three divisions of the two senior classes, 
varying in number of students from 30 to 70. The salary of each is 260/. 

Rev. Thomas Furlong, senior Professor of the third senior class, gives nine 
lectures in theology per week, of an hour each, to the students of the third 
senior class, 97 in number ; salary, 260/. 

Rev. Joseph Dixon, Professor of Scriptures and Hebrew, gives two lectures 
on the Scriptures per week to a class of 160 students ; one lecture of an hour 
and the other of an hour and a half, and one lecture in Hebrew of about an 
hour and a half. His salary, per annum, 260/. 

Rev. Charles W. Russel, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History, gives one 
lecture of an hour and a half, and two others of an hour each per week to 160 
students. His salary is, per annum, 260/. 

Rev. N. Callan, D.D., Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, 
gives nine lectures of at least an hour each to 70 students ; his course of lectures 
embraces Wood’s Algebra, Darrel’s Geometry (thus far, by way of revision, for 
a class that had previously read both), Darrel’s Plain and Spherical Trigono- 
metry, and the Cambridge course, by Wood and Vince, of Mechanics, Conic 
Sections, Astronomy, Hydrostatics, Pneumatics, and the more important part 
of Optics, together with Electricity, Galvanism, and Electro-Magnetism. All 
the Philosophical Sciences are illustrated or proved by experiments ; his salary 
is, per annum, 237/. 

Rev. Joseph Behan, Professor of Logic, Metaphysics, and Ethics, gives nine 
lectures per week to about 80 pupils ; the course embraces those questions 
relating to the Being or Attributes of the Deity which reason can fairly decide, 
without the aid of Revelation, together with all the Sciences usually intro- 
duced in extensive courses of Logic, Metaphysics, and Ethics. The textbooks 
are the Lyons Logic and a work, in two volumes, written by the late Rev. Dr. 
Anglade, formerly a professor of the College : all the lectures in this and the 
succeeding departments are each of an hour’s duration, and the salary of each 
professor is, per annum, 237/. 

Rev. Dr. M'Carthy, Professor of Rhetoric, and of 1st class of Greek and 
Latin, teaches 52 students, in nine lectures per week, a course of Rhetoric from 
the Greek work of Longinus, illustrated by the speeches of Demosthenes and 
from the Latin of Quintillian’s Institutes, Horace’s Art of Poetry, Cicero de 
Oratore, and the anonymous Dialogue on Oratory. He teaches also the science 
of Geometry, including surfaces, solids, and their relation, to which two of the 
nine lectures are devoted. The text book is the Geometry published by the 
Rev. Dr. Darrel, a former professor of the College. 

Rev. D. Gargan, Professor of Humanity, or second class of Greek and Latin, 
gives nine lectures per week, viz. : two in Algebra, from the text book of 
Wood’s Algebra, and seven lectures in Greek and Latin ; the classic authors, 
chiefly Homer, Xenophon, and sometimes Epictetus, in Greek ; Cicero, Livy, 
and Horace, in Latin. 

Rev. Mr. Kelly, Professor of English, Rhetoric, and French, gives four 
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lectures per week in English Grammar, Composition, and Oratory, and two Report of a, Visit a- 
lectures per week in the French language and Grammar. College ot May- 

Rev. James Tully, Professor of Irish Language, gives four lectures per week dayofAprif, 1846 . 
on the Grammar, and the Translation and Structure of the Irish Language. — 

We then inquired into the accommodations provided for lodging of the 
students ; and at our request the President prepared and furnished to us the 
following return of the number of sleeping-rooms appropriated to the students, 
specifying the number of beds in each sleeping-room. 

Return of the Rooms occupied by the Students in the College, viz. : — 

255 Rooms, containing 1 student each. 

43 Rooms, containing 2 students each. 

29 Rooms containing 3 students each. 

13 Rooms, containing 4 students each. 

1 Room, containing 5 students. 

5 Rooms, containing 6 students each. 



Total 346 Rooms for 512 students. 

We next inquired whether the oath of allegiance had been taken by the 
students, as required by the Statute, and the President stated that all the 
students had taken the oath, with the exception of two, who were sick during 
the last Quarter Sessions at Maynooth, and seven others who had entered the 
College since those sessions, and they would take the oaths at the next 
Quarter Sessions. 

Having made those inquiries we stated to the assembled superiors, professors, 
and students, that if any case of complaint should arise hereafter in the 
College, whether affecting the superiors, professors, or students, the Visitors 
would receive and attend to any complaint authenticated by the signature of 
the complainant. We then proceeded to inspect the rooms of the students, 
the refectory, where we saw the students at dinner, and the lecture halls. 

Having made this inspection, we assembled in the parlour at the President’s 
house, and entered into a further and detailed examination of the results to 
the College of the recent alteration of the law, and the addition thereby pro- 
vided to the funds for the maintenance of the College. We requested the 
President to furnish us with a detailed statement of the advantages which have 
already accrued to the College from the recent augmentation of its funds, 
especially in reference to the extension of the course of study in general, and 
particularly in the branch of Natural Science. 

In compliance with this request, the President furnished us with the follow- 
ing statement : — 

1. The Entrance Course, which could not, in most instances, be insisted on, is hereafter 
proposed to be rigidly enforced, as competition will be naturally increased by the increase of 
free students ; e. g. of the applicants this current year, 137 were received, 13 totally eKcluded, 
and 61 admitted only to classes lower for which they applied. 

1st. For entrance in the lowest class in the college, the class of Humanity, the candidate 
must answer, satisfactorily, in 1st and 2nd Books de Bello Gallico of Caesar’s Commentaries; 
Sallust; Virgil’s Eclogues ; 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Books of A2neid; Horace’s Epistles ; Cicero’s 
Four Orations against Catiline: Greek — Greek Grammar; Gospel of St.John; Lucian’s 
Dialogues; 1st, 2nd, 3rd Books of Xenophon’s Cyropaedia; Murray’s Abridgment of English 
Grammar; a short system of Geography: Algebra, as far as Quadratic Equations included, 
and 6 Books of Euclid. 

2. For entrance into Rhetoric, besides the foregoing authors, with the portion of mathematical 
knowledge specified: Latin — Cicero’s Orations on the Manilian Law, for Archaeus, Milo, 
Marcellus, and Ligarius; 1st, 2nd, 3rd of Livy; Odes and Satires of Horace; 5th, 6th, 
7th and 8th Books of theAlneid; 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 10th Satires of Juvenal: Greek — En- 
chiridion of Epictetus ; Xenophon’s Anabasis, 1st and 2nd Books ; Homer s Iliad, 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th Books. 

For admission into the Logic Class, besides the foregoing authors and amount of mathe- 
matical knowledge specified: Latin — 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Books of the Annals of 
Tacitus; 4th and 5th Books of Livy ; Cicero’s Offices ; Virgil’s Georgies; four last Books of 
the jEneid ; Horace's Art of Poetry : Greek — 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th Books of Homer’s Iliad ; 
Demosthenes’ Philippics, and de Corona ; Longinus de Sublimitate. 
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Students on Dunboyne Establishment 

1st Division of 1st Senior Class .... 

2nd Division of 1st ditto 

2nd Senior Class 

3rd Senior Class . . ■ • • 

Class of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy 
Class of Logic, Metaphysics, and Ethics 
Class of Rhetoric, studying also Geometry . 

Class of Greek and Latin Classics, reading also Algebra 



II. College Course .— First year of the course the student attends all the lectures of the 
Professor of Humanity, in Algebra, and in Greek and Latin Classics, all the lectures of the 
Professors of English, and also two lectures per week given usually by the Vice-President on 
the Catechism and the Historical Books of the Bible. 

The second year the student reads, under the Professor of Rhetoric, a course of Geometry, 
and those Greek and Latin Treatises upon, or illustrate ive of. Rhetoric, which have been already 
specified as the subject matter of the lectures of the Professor of Rhetoric : he also attends the 
lectures of the Vice-President and of the Professor of English, as on the preceding year. 

The third year the student attends the lectures of the Professor of Logic, Metaphysics, 
Ethics, and also the lectures of the Professor of French, and, in some instances, the lectures of 
the Professor of English. 

The fourth year is devoted to the study of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, under the 
Professor of that department, who teaches the course already specified. 

The student attends also at some of the lectures of History. Thus far, for the four junior 
classes or four first years of study in the College, the four following years the students attend 
the lectures of the four Professors of Theology for one year each, the lectures of the Professor 
of Scriptures during three years, of the Professor of History during the entire time, and of the 
Professors of Hebrew and Irish during one or two years at discretion. Every student is required 
to spend seven hours (iu April and May eight hours) per day at private study, besides the 
hours spent at public lectures, which are, during four days of the week, four hours, besides two 
lectures on Saturdays, three hours, and one lecture on Wednesdays, and three hours on 
Sundays. They usually devote a good many hours per week to lighter study, over aud above 
the time here specified as required in preparation for their public lectures. 

All the students of every class attend also, at three terms of the year, occupying on the whole 
eight weeks, daily lectures on recitation and elocution and delivery. 

III. Statement of some of the Improvements in the System of the College resultory from 

the recent Act of Parliament. 

The number of students receiving the enlarged education on the Dunboyne establishment 
has been increased from 14 to 20, though, in consequence of the late retirement of one of them 
to the missions, the number at present is only 19. Greater facilities are afforded for their 
remaining in College to complete that enlarged course ; their comforts have been increased, 
and their annual allowances raised from 20/. to 62/. The number of students educated in the 
establishment has been increased from 250 to 500, while nearly 200 of those heretofore educated 
iu the college at their own private expense have been thus relieved from that burthen ; 250 
students belonging to the three senior classes receive 20/. per annum to meet the contingent 
expenses to which they are liable. The increased number of students has enabled the trustees 
to prolong the course of studies to eight years, as an ordinary rule, and it has enabled the 
Bishops to allow their candidates to read every part of the appointed course, while hitherto their 
want of priests for the ministry often obliged them to curtail the course by omitting the study 
of rhetoric, or mathematics and philosophy, or both, as acquirements not altogether indispen- 
sable, and sometimes even portions of their strictly professional education. It has also enabled 
the college examiners to insist more rigorously on the full qualifications required in candidates 
for matriculation, by thus securing in the students a good knowledge of algebra and geometry 
before they enter the class of the higher mathematics and natural philosophy. The attention 
to physical sciences has been rendered much more universal and the knowledge of these much 
more extensive. 

The trustees, moreover, have it under consideration how they can best enlarge the course of 
physical science without prolonging too much the entire period of study, but have not as yet 
resolved on the precise plan to be adopted. 

The trustees have, however, already enlarged the course of education by the establishment of 
a professorship of History, hitherto so much wanted in the College, by engaging a lecturer on 
elocution and delivery for three terms of the year, and by creating a new professorship of 
Theology, whereby also the loca theologica, or sources ancillary to and corroborative of the 
doctrines of revelation, may be regularly taught. 



- Statement of the Number of Students in Maynooth College, 20th of .April, 1845, and 
the Number in each particular Class on that particular day as compared with the Number 
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The salaries of the President, Superiors, and Professors have been enlarged to more than Report of a Visita- 
double their former amount, in almost every instance, and every facility supplied for their per- tion held at the 
fecting themselves in their several departments, and remaining attached to the College. College of May- 

The dietary of the students has been improved, their comforts increased, the College put in 1846. 

repair, the lighting, cleanliness, furniture, attendance, &c., in the College have been greatly * '■ 

improved, and everything conducted in better style and on a more suitable scale. 

L. F. Renehan, President. 

After we made these inquiries we closed the visitation at 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon. 

As other accommodations are soon to he provided for the College by the 
bounty of the State, we do not deem it necessary to lay before Your Majesty 
the result of our personal inspection, to which we have already briefly referred. 

But we feel bound humbly to represent to Your Majesty that the state of the 
lecture-rooms, and more especially of the rooms and accommodations for the 
lodging and keeping of the students, is such as to render it in our judgment 
most desirable that the new arrangements shall be completed with the least 
possible delay. 

All which we humbly certify to Your Majesty. 

LEINSTER. 

+ W. CROLLY, D.D., &c. 

4- D. MURRAY, D.D., &c. 

ROSSE. 

LINCOLN. 

D. R. PIGOT. 
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